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THE CONSTITUTION
OF JAPAN

November 3, 1946
PREFACE

We, the Japanese people, acting through our
duly elected representatives in the National
Diet, determined that we shall secure for our-
selves and our posterity the fruits of peaceful
cooperation with all nations and the blessings
of liberty throughout this land, and resolved
that never again shall we be visited with the
horrors of war through the action of govern-
ment, do proclaim that sovereig B/
resides with the people and do fi
this Constitution. Governme
of the people, the aut
derived from the people;’H
are exercised by/the repes
ple, and the k

s of y
the people.

is a
mankind upon-which
founded. We rejectiand-re
laws ordinances, @ne
with. We, the Japanese op
all time and are 'deephy
ideals controllinghunte

have determined t j ea

existence, trustlng |n hequstice and

fear and want. We believe that no nation i
responsible to itself alone, but that laws 01
political morality are universal; and that obedi-
ence to such laws is incumbent upon all nations
who would sustain their own sovereignty and
justify their sovereign relationship with other
nations. We, the Japanese people, pledge our
national honor to accomplish these high ideals
and purposes with all our resources.

CHAPTER |

THE EMPEROR

Article 1: The Emperor shall be the symbol of
the State and the unity of the people, deriving
his position from the will of the people with
whom resides sovereign power.

Article 2: The Imperial Throne shall be dynas-
tic and succeeded to in accordance with the
Imperial House Law passed by the Diet.

Article 3: The advice and approval of the
Emperor in matters of state, and the Cabinet
shall be responsible therefor.

The Emperor shall perform only such
ors of state as are provided for in
#on and he shall not have powers
gvernment. 2) The Emperor may
goerformance of his acts in matters
be provided for by law.

hen n accoxdance with the
formj his dcts in matters of
ame/In this case, para-
preceding Article will be

pperor shall appoint the Prime
hated by the Emperor shall
Blge of the Supreme Court

, with the advice

etf perform the fol-
h_)f ate on behalf of the
= (1) Promulgatren-6t amendments of the
constitution, laws, cabinet orders and treaties.
(2) Convocation of the Diet. (3) Dissolution of
the House of Representatives. (4) Proclamation
of general election of members of the Diet. (5)
Attestation of the appointment and dismissal
of Ministers of State and other officials as pro-
vided for by law, and of full powers and cre-
dentials of Ambassadors and Ministers. (6)
Attestation of general and special amnesty,
commutation of punishment, reprieve, and
restoration of rights. (7)Awarding of honors.
(8) Attestation of instruments of ratification and
other diplomatic documents as provided for by
law. (9) Receiving foreign ambassadors and
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ministers. (10) Performance of ceremonial func-
tions.

Article 8: No property can be given to, or
received by, the Imperial House, nor can any
gifts be made therefrom, without the authoriza-
tion of the Diet.

CHAPTERIII:

RENUNCIATION OF WAR
Article 9: Aspiring sincerel
peace based on justicg;and g@rder, the J
people foreveMrengtince
right of the nation afid the
as means of settling international d1Spu
In order to aceomplish the aim of th
paragraph, land, sea, and air
other war potential, will
The right of belligerency,
recognized. [ |

CHARTER III:

RIGHTS AND DUTIE

F THE PEOPLE

Article 10: The conditi necessary far beingd
Japanese national shall dﬁ law.
Article 11: The peopl€ha e prevahted

uman
S guar-
ution shall
Is and future
Olate rights.

from enjoying any of t
rights. These fundamenta@ _human
anteed to the people by tifis Cons
be conferred upon the peopleiaf

generations as eternal and in

fundamental

Article 12: The freedoms and rights guaran-
teed to the people by this Constitution shall be
maintained by the constant endeavor of the
people, who shall refrain from any abuse of
these freedoms and rights and shall always be
responsible for utilizing them for the public
welfare.

Article 13: All of the people shall be respected
as individuals. Their right to life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness shall, to the extent that
it does not interfere with the public welfare, be
the supreme consideration in legislation and in
other governmental affairs.

Article 14: All of the people are equal under
the law and there shall be no discrimination in
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political, economic or social relations because of
race, creed, sex, social status or family origin. 2)
Peers and peerage shall not be recognized. 3)
No privilege shall accomp y award of
honor, decoration or any distinction, nor shall
any such award be valid beyond the Ii of
the individual who now holds or her er

receive it. i wll =

e 15: The people have the

) choose their public officials and't
em. 2) All I icials are servan
‘ | munity and not of a
eOf®3) Universal adult suffrage d
regard to the election @

3 olf BGIreg

iolate

able
dis-

guaran-
blic offi-
f the ballot
hall not be

A VU

nances o
nor snd

Articlg

providet
entity, in case he'l
illegal act of any publig

e held in bo ]
!EW oDt as
—

nd conscience

Article 18: No person sh
of any kind. Involunts
punishment for crime, i

Article 19: Freedom of tho
shall not be violated.

Article 20: Freedom of religion is guar edt

all. No religious organization shall re“
privileges from the State, nor exercise any
political authority. 2) No person shall be com-
pelled to take part in any religious a
bration, rite or practice. 3) The State and Its
organs shall refrain from religious edchr
any other religious activity.

Article 21: Freedom of assembly and Mia—
tion as well as speech, press and all other
forms of expression are guaranteed. 2) No cen-
sorship shall be maintained, nor shall the secre-



cy of any means of communication be violated.

Article 22: Every person shall have freedom to
choose and change his residence and to choose
his occupation to the extent that it does not
interfere with the public w.elfare. 2) Freedom of
all persons to oa i ountry and to
divest thems!w:c thmality shall be
inviolate.

Artic! 23: Academic frecOMIS guaranieed.

R4 Marn;g.e.shall be based only on the
mutual 'ce nt of bot s and it shall be
maintaineo gh m co ation with
the equal rights 88kusband and%ﬂs a basis.

v regard to €gpice of Spouse; property
ightsiinheritance, "@®ice of domicile,gghivorce
and matters @@Itaining to marrii ancg
family, lgw DM
standpoint of di
tiaMequality 8f the

il

nd t

rticle 25:
alnte he m
some and cult
life, the Statg
promotiog

all sp
eavors

a corresq
5 providesisfo

beldbligated to have all boys and g
under thel@@rotection receive ordinary educé
ided for by law. Such compulsor

tion asgyR

SLILICG |! shall be free.
n

Cl . All people shall have the right and
e obligation to work. 2) Standards for wages,

hours, rest and other working conditions shall
be fixed by law. 3) Children shall not be
exploited.

Article 28: The right of workers to organize
and to bargain and act collectively is guaran-
teed.

Article 29: The right to own or to hold proper-
ty is inviolable. 2) Property rights shall be
defined by law, in conformity with the public
welfare. 3) Private property may be taken for
public use upon just compensation therefor.

Article 30: The people shall be liable to taxa-
tion as provided for by law.

Article 31: No person shall be deprived of life
or liberty, nor shall any other criminal penalty
be imposed, except according to procedure
established by law.

Article 32: No person shall be denied the right
of access to the courts.

Article No person shall be apprehended
excep ant issued by a competent
judicig pecifies the offense with

S charged, unless he is
e being committed.

shall be arrested or
nce informed of the

hout the immediate
privile shall he beldetained
ithouiadequate cause; j@hd upon mand of
; st Be immediately
i his rleserie and the

all persons to be secure
8rs and effsl‘:ts against
d seizures shall not be
don warrant issued for ade-
particularly @escribing the

| andgthings to be seized, or
ided by l. L

[ |
ach Q-arch or seizure shall be
g€parate warramnt issued by a com-
al officer.

0. The infliction of torture by any pub-
lic'ofticer and cruel punishments are absolutely
forbidden.

Article 37: In all criminal cases the accused
shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public
trial by an impartial tribunal. 2) He shall be per-
mitted full opportunity to examine all witness-
es, and he shall have the right of compulsory
process for obtaining witnesses on his behalf at
public expense. 3) At all times the accused shall
have the assistance of competent counsel who
shall, if the accused is unable to secure the
same by his own efforts, be assigned to his use
by the State.
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Article 38: No person shall be compelled to tes-
tify against himself. 2) Confession made under
compulsion, torture or threat, or after pro-
longed arrest or detention shall not be admit-
ted in evidence. 3) No person shall be convict-
ed or punished in cases where
against him is his own confg

Article 39: No person
liable for an act which
was committed, @
acquitted, nor
jeopardy.

Article 40: A
acquitted a
detained, suq
for by law.

Article 43;
embers,

Article 44: T
both Houses and
law. However,
because of rag
origin, educa

Article 45: T
House of Rep
However, the
the full term
Representatives isQ

Article 46: The term of @

House of Councillorggghall be SIX yea
bers she

election for half the
every three years
—
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Article 47: Electoral districts, method of voting
and other matters pertaining to the method of
election of members of both Houses shall be
fixed by law.

81 No person shall be permitted to be a
peth Houses simultaneously.

shall
the

mbers of both Hous
annual payment
accordance with |38v.

S8 as provio
s shall

0 con
Diet. When
rs of either

esent
ncillo
he C3
convo
ergency
$8ssion as
ng paragra
ecome nul
y the
period of te
next sessio

shall judge di
ons of its membe



However, in order to deny a seat to any merg e said bill by the
ber, it is necessary to pass a resolution g
majority of two-thirds or more of the me
present. be submitted
pon con-
Article 56: Business cannot be transa : puse of
either House unless one-third or more s from
ol . 2) All matter : hen
a majorit gh a
resent, except as elsewh provie C tafor
the Constitution, and in casgio™astie, :
| decide thiissu ol tﬁ ak i i 30)

iberatio each H¢
a.seeret meeting
0-thirds g
embers present passésla )

2) Each House shall keepf@ reco
ings. This record shall befpubligk ivél Articl
general circulation, excep ceding
ings of se 85si
ﬁn ) Upo
more o e member

members on any matte
the minutes.

shall est h its rule

n
ArticFe 58: [Each House s
presidelt other offici : The Pri

ed in

he
, and

1 - m
0 ovid y law.
me Wilister Mg _OfiNe Sters of
ust be civilians. 3) The et shall, in
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the exercise of executive power, be collectively
responsible to the Diet.

Article 67: The Prime Minister shall be desig-
nated from among the members of the Diet by
a resolution of the Diet. This designation shall
precede all other business. 2) If the House of
Representatives and the House of Councillors
disagree and if no agreement can be reached
even through a joint committee of both
Houses, provided for by law, or the House of
Councillors fails to make designation within
ten(10) days, exclusive of the period of recess,
after the House of Representatives has made
designation, the decision of the House of
Representatives shall be the decision of the
Diet.

Article 68: The Prime Minister shall appoint
the Ministers of State. However, a majority of
their number must be chosen from among the
members of the Diet. 2) The Prime Minister
may remove the Ministers of State ashe-Glag

es.

Article 69: If the Hous
passes a non-confidence
confidence resolution,
en masse, unless the H®
is dissolved within ten(10

Article 70: When
of Prime Ministef
tion of the Diet af
bers of the Ho
Cabinet shall resig

Article 71: In the cases
preceding Articles, the Cabiffe

its functions until the time when a new
Minister is appointed.

Article 72: The Prime Minister, represg
the Cabinet, submits bills, reports on g
national affairs and foreign relations to the D
and exercises control and supervision over var
ious administrative branches.

Article 73: The Cabinet shall, in addition to
other general administrative functions, per-
form the following functions: (1) Administer
the law faithfully; conduct affairs of state. (2)
Manage foreign affairs. (3) Conclude treaties.
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However, it shall obtain prior or, depending on
circumstances sudsequent approval of the Diet.
(4) Administer the civil service, in accordance
with standards established by law. (5) Prepare
the budget, and present it to the cabinet orders
in order to execute the provisions o i
Constitution and of the law.
include penal provision
unless authorized.t
general amnest
tion of punishg
rights.

Q\We

Article
Signgg
cou

A ni

i f office™™ e
he consen
er, the right to take tiheaee
ereby.

APTER '

Ject
e Co
delegate the po or
courts to such cou
Article 78: Judges's
by public impeach #eicially
declared mentally or physic ompetent to
perform official duties. No disciplinary action
against judges shall be administered by any
executive organ or agency.
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Article 79: The Supreme Court shall consist of
a Chief Judge and such number of judges as
may be determined by law; all such judges
excepting the Chief Judge shall be appointed
by the Cabinet. 2) The appointment of the
efsthe Supreme Court shall be reviewed
at the first general election of
geise of Representatives fol-
tment, and shall be
general election of
esentatives after
he same man-

ior courts
m a list of
ourt. All
erm of
tment,
pon the

all hold
s with privile
/ided that they shall

1t _of the age as

inferior ¢
"o

intervals
[

no

ower to administer national
exercised as the Diet shall

Article 84: No new taxes shall be imposed or
existing ones modified except by law or under
such conditions as law may prescribe.

Article 85: No money shall be expended, nor
shall the State obligate itself, except as autho-
rized by the Diet.

Article 86: The Cabinet shall prepare and sub-
mit to the Diet for its consideration and deci-
sion a budget for each fiscal year.

Article 87: In order to provide for unforeseen
deficiencies in the budget, a reserve fund may
be authorized by the Diet to be expended upon
the responsibility of the Cabinet must get sub-
sequent approval of the Diet for all payments
from the reserve fund.

Article 88: All property of the Imperial
Household shall belong to the State. All
expenses of the Imperial Household shall be
appropriated by the Diet in the budget.

2 80° No public money or other property
ded or appropriated for the use,
ntenance of any religious institu-
ion, or for any charitable, edu-
evolent enterprises not under
I thority.

pf the expenditures
shall be audited
t and submitted by
statement of audit,
mediately following
e organization and
oard of Audit shall be

regular intervals and at least
e Diet and the people on the state of
ational finances.

CHAPTER VIII:

LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT

Article 92: Regulations concerning organiza-
tion and operations of local public entities shall
be fixed by law in accordance with the principle
of local autonomy.

Article 93: The local public entities shall estab-
lish assemblies as their deliberative organs, in
accordance with law. 2) The chief executive
officers of all local public entities, the members
of their assemblies, and such other local offi-
cials as may be determined by law shall be
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elected by direct popular vote within their sev-
eral communities.

Article 94: Local public entities shall have the
right to manage their property, affairs and
administration and to enact their own regula-
tions within law.

Article 95: Aspecial law, applicable only to one
local public entity, cannot be enacted by the
Diet without the consent of the majority of the
voters of the local public entity concerned,
obtained in accordance with law.

el ER IX:

AME

Articlg
shall b
ring Vv
bers @
mitte
shall
of all
or at
Ame
ately it
name ¢
Constitt

o this Constitution
» throyGiasesen

SUPRE f
Article 9 m
this Con

Japan arg

to be fre
ing tests
this ana
for all ti

Article
supreme
nance, im

hnd no law, ordi-
other act of govern-
ment, or pP ontrary to the provi-
sions herec #ve legal force or validity.
2) The treaties concluded by Japan and estab-
lished laws of nations shall be faithfully
observed.
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Article 99: The Emperor or the Regent as well
as Ministers of State, members of the Diet,
judges, and all other public officials have the
obligation to respect and uphold this
Constitution.

CHAPTER XI:

SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS

Article 100: This Constitution shall be enforced
as from the day when the period of six months
will have elapsed counting from the day of its
promulgation. 2) The enactment of laws neces-
sary for the enforcement of this Constitutio
the election of members

Councillors and the progad
tion of the Diet and
dures necessary fot

tituted.

of office for half l!.,

f Councillors servitig
onstitution shall be
gler this catef
with law.

tomatically on accou
iis Constitution unles
When, howeve

their positions as*a
CONSTITUTION OF
1946) 1 rejoice that the foun
struction of a new Japan has be Qi c

ing to the will of the Japanese people, and here-
by sanction and promulgate the amendments
of the Imperial Japanese Constitution effected




following the consultation with the Privy
Council and the decision of the Imperial Diet
made in accordance with Article 73 of the said
Constitution.

Signed:
HIROHITO,
(Seal of the Emperor)
This third day of the eleventh month of the
twenty-first year of Showa (November 3, 1946).

Countersigned:
Prime Minister and concurrently Minister for Foreign Affairs *
YOSHIDA Shigeru, *
Minister of State * Baron SHIDEHARA Kijuro,
Minister of Justice * KIMURA Tokutaro, *
Minister for Home Affairs * OMURA Seiichi, *
Minister of Education * TANA
Minister of Agriculture and Forestry3
Minister of State * SAITO Tak
i ?st_er of Communicatig This
dinister @

constitution
was written by the
American Government
at the end of WW2.
Hirohito was, of course,
forced to sign it. Japan is a
successful country; having a
written constitution has not hurt
them.

How can Great Britain finally join
the 20th Century and install a mod-
ern constitution and bill of rights?
One has to be written first. You
should be able to write an excellent
constitution based on the examples
printed here. Do it. Copy it and give it
to your friends. Discuss it. Freedom
Is not free; it has to be paid for with
blood, and once bought, it has to
be maintained like an enormous,
stubborn diesel engine.

Join an organization that is
fighting for human rights and
the end of the police state
that has emerged in
the UK. Its not
over yet!
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