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Campaign for Uncensored Television

he BBC has been secretly editing the films it shows for many years. It
has been censoring films regularly, and then showing these films without
giving any indication that cuts have been made. The BBC has skillfully
changed the soundtracks in films to edit out ‘offensive’ words so that the illu-
sion of an uncensored film can be maintained. Whole episodes of popular
series have been ‘ommitted’ from transmission, without any indication that
this has been done.
We at CUT recognize that there may indeed be a need to edit films that
are shown on television; what we object to is the way that the BBC
accounts to no one as to who and how films are edited, and that there is no
acknowledgement that a film has been edited or episodes dropped before
screenings.
e are compelled to pay license fees to watch television in the UK, and
the BBC defrauds viewers when it advertises that a film is to be shown
without informing the viewer that discressionary cuts have been made.
his amounts to both a violation of the trade descriptions act and a fla-
grant breach of advertising standards. If someone sold you an ice-cream
that said ‘Chocolate’ on the outside an you bit into it to find that the flavor
was Strawberry, you would want your money back would you not? The same
should go for TV. If a film is to be aired, it must be aired as released. If it has
been censored by the BBC, this must be stated so that the consumers know
exactly what they are getting.
With BBC television, we are forced to pay for and consume products that
are tampered with without our foreknowledge. This is completely unna-
ceptable.
efore any film is screened on the BBC (or ITV), the words ‘Edited for
Television’ must pre-empt the showing of the film. Also, the name of the
person that performed or directed the censoring should also be shown. If
any episode of a series is to be banned, the fact that an episode has been
ommitted must be stated at the time of transmission of the episode that
replaces the banned programme.
f these simple and cost free measures are not implemented, we the
Television License Payers will have no recourse but to stop paying for
these damaged goods until such time that the BBC obeys the law and treats
its customers in the same way that other companies, that don’t have the lux-
ury of a monopoly, are made to.
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